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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 

The Listing of Claims will replace all prior versions and listings of claims in the present 
patent application: 

Listing of Claims 

1 . (Currently Amended) A method for generating multiple descriptions of compressed data 
from input data, wherein each description is associated with a target application comprising; 

generating a quantized bit stream using a reference quantization step^ wherein thg 
generation comprises transforming the input data into coefficients and quantizing the coefficients 
using the reference quantization step ; and 

re-quantizing the quantized bit stream using a first quantization step to generate a first 
description of compressed data, wherein the first quantization step is determined based on a first 
required scaling of the reference quantisation ste Pj _said first required scaling beins determined 
based on a first target application . 

2. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1 , further comprising: 
re-quanti2ing the quantized bit stream using a second quantization step to generate a 

second description of compressed data, wherein the second quantization step is determined based 
on a second required scaling of the reference quantization step, said second required scaling 
being determined based on a second targe t application. 

3 . (Original) The method of claim 1 , wherein generating the quantized bit strewn 
comprises: 

using as the reference quantization step a quantization step for generating an archival 
compressed bit stream. 

4. (Currently Amended) Apparatus for generating multiple descriptions of compressed data 
from input data, wherein each description is associated with a target application, comprising: 
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means for generating a quantized bit stream using a reference quantization step J _said 
quantized bit stream bei n g generated bv transforming the in put data into coefficients and 
quantizing the coefficients using the reference quanti zation step; and 

means for re-quantizing the quantized bit stream using a first quantization step to 
generate a first description of compressed data, wherein the first quantization step is determiried 
based on a first required scaling of the reference quantization step, said first required scaling 
being determiried based on a fir st target application. 

5. (Currently Amended) The apparatus of claim 4, further comprising: 

means for re-quantizing the quantized bit stream using a second quantization step to 
generate a second description of compressed data, wherein the second quantization step is 
determined based on a second required scaling of the reference quantization step, said second 
required sc alin g being determined based on a second target application. 

6. (Original) The apparatus of claim 4, wherein the means for generating the quantized 
bit stream comprises; 

means for using as the reference quantization step a quantization step for generating an 
archival compressed bit stream. 

7. (Currently Amended) Apparatus for generating multiple descriptions of compressed data 
from input data, wherein each description is associated with a target application , comprising: 

a transform module configured to generate transform coefficients from the input data; and 
a quantization module coupled to the transform module, the quantization module 
configured to quantize the transform coefficients using a reference quantization step and to re- 
quantize the quantized transform coefficients using different quantization steps to generate 
multiple descriptions of compressed data, wherein each of the different quantization steps is 
determined based on a required scaling of the reference quantization step, said the required 
scaling being determined based on a desirabl e target application. 

8. (Original) The apparatus of claim 7 7 wherein the quantization module comprises: 
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a first quantization module configured to quantize the transform coefficients using the 

reference quantization step; and 

a second quantization module configured to re-quantize the quantized transform 
coefficients using the different quantization steps. 

9. (Currently Amended) A method for generating compressed data from input data, 
comprising: 

accessing a quantized bit stream generated using a reference quantization step a _said 
quantized bit stream being generated bv tra nsforming the input data into coefficients and 
qiiflntiTinp; the coefficients using the reference quan tization step; and 

re-quantizing the quantized bit stream using a first quantization step to generate a first 
description of compressed A* * Associated with a first t arget application, wherein the first 
quantization step is determined based on a first required scaling of the reference quantization 
wt>p 1 said first required scaling being dete r mined based on the first target application . 

1 0. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 9, further comprising: 
re-quantizing the quantized bit stream using a second quantization step to generate a 

second description of compressed data associated wi th a second target application, wherein the 
second quantization step is determined based on a second required scaling of the reference 
quantization ste p, said second required scaling being det ermined based on the second target 
application . 

1 1 . (Currently Amended) Apparatus for generating compressed data from input data, 
comprising: 

means for accessing a quantized bit stream generated using a reference quantization step 4 
said quantized bit stream being generated bv transfor ming the innr* data into ftoftfficients and 
j-parniyinp ; the coefficients using the reference quanti zation step: and 

means for re-quantizing the quantized bit stream using a first quantization step to 
generate a first description of compressed data associated with a first target application, wherein 
the first quantization step is deterrnined based on a first required scaling of the reference 
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quantization ste p, ™* first required scalin g being determined based on the first target 
application . 

12. (Currently Amended) The apparatus of claim 11, further comprising: 

means for re-quanti2ing the quantized bit stream using a second quantization step to 
generate a second description of compressed data associated wttb a second target application, 
wherein the second quantization step is determined based on a second required scaling of the 
reference quantization «tp p , «airt second required sc aling being determined based on the second 
target application. 

13. (Currently Amended) Apparatus for generating compressed data from input data, 
comprising: 

a storage medium configured to store a quantized bit stream generated using a reference 
quantization wherein Quantized bit stre am being generated by transforming the input data 
into coefficients and quantizing the coeffic ients using the reference quantization step; and 

a quantization module coupled to the storage medium and configured to re-quantize the 
quantized bit stream using different quantization steps to generate multiple descriptions of 
compressed data associated witb different target applications, wherein each of the different 
quantization steps is determined based on arequired scaling of the reference quantization step, 
said require ^ being determined based on a desirable target application. 

14. (Original) The apparatus of claim 13, wherein the storage medium is configured to 
store an archival compressed bit stream as the compressed bit stream. 

15. (Currently Amended) A method for generating multiple descriptions of compressed data 
frnm in put data- wherein each description is associ ated with a target application, comprising: 

generating a quantized bit stream using a reference quantization ste p^wherein the 
generation comprises transforming the input data into coefficients and quantizin g, the coefficients, 
using the reference quantization step : 

encoding the quantized bit stream; 
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decoding the encoded quantized bit stream; and 

re-quantizing the decoded quantized bit stream using a first quantization step to generate 
a first description of compressed data associated with a first target application, wherein the first 
quantization step is determined based on a ft* required scaling of the reference quantization 
fttep ^said first required scaling being determined based on the first target application. 

1 6. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1 5, further comprising: 
re-quantizing the decoded quantized bit stream using a second quantization step to 

generate a second description of compressed data associated with a second target application, 
wherein the second quantization step i$ determined based on a second required scaling of the 
reference quantization ***r, said secnnd req uired scaling bein g d etermined b ased on the second 
target application . 

17. (Original) The method of claim 15, wherein generating the quantized bit stream 
comprises: 

using as the reference quantization step a quantization step for generating an archival 
compressed bit stream. 

18. (Currently Amended) The-An apparatus for generating multiple descriptions of 
compressed data from input data, wherein each descripti on is associated with a target application, 
comprising: 

means for generating a quantized bit stream using a reference quantization step^jaid 
quantized hit stream being generated bv transfor ming the input data into coefficients and 
quantizing the coefficients using the reference quantization step ; 

means for encoding the quantized bit stream; 

means for decoding die encoded quantized bit stream; and 

means for re-quantizing the decoded quantized bit stream using a first quantization step to 
generate a first description of compressed data associated wit h a first target application, wherein 
the first quantization step is determined based on a first required scaling of the reference 
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quantization step , sai d first required scaling being de termined based on the first target 
application . 

19. (Currently Amended) The apparatus of claim 18, further comprising: 

means for re-quantizing the decoded quantized bit stream using a second quantization 
step to generate a second description of compressed **<ncA«r*A with a second target 
application, wherein the second quantization step is determined based on a second required 
scaling of the reference quantization second required scaling being determined based 

on the second target application . 

20. (Currently Amended) Apparatus for generating multiple descriptions of compressed data 
from input data, wherein each description is associated with a target application, comprising: 

a transform module configured to transform the input data into coef ficients; 

a quantization module configured to generate a quantized bit stream using a reference 
quantization ste p, wherein m e quantization m odule quantizes the coefficients using the reference 
quantization step: 

a coding module coupled to the quantization module and configured to encode the 

quantized bit stream; and 

a decoding module configured to decode the encoded quantized bit stream; 

wherein the quantization module is configured to re-quantize the decoded quantized bit 
stream using different quantization steps to generate multiple descriptions of compressed data, 
wherein each of the quantization steps is determined based on a required scaling of the reference 
quantization step, said req uired scaling bein e determined based on a desirable target application. 

21 (Original) The apparatus of claim 20, wherein the quantization module comprises: 
a first quantization module configured to generate the quantized bit stream using the 

reference quantization step; and 

a second quantization module configured to re-quantize the decoded quantized bit stream 

using the different quantization steps to generate the multiple descriptions of compressed data. 
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22. (Currently Amended) A method for generating compressed data from input data based on 
encoded quantized bit steam, comprising: 

accessing compressed quantized bit stream generated by quantization using a reference 
quantization °+T , ™* ruwi pTessed Quantiz ed hit stream being generated bv transforming fe e 
in put data into coefficients anH quantizing the coefficients using the reference quantization step; 

decoding the compressed quantized bit stream to generate decoded quantized bit stream; 

and 

re-quantizing the decoded quantized bit stream using a first quantization step to generate 
a first description of compressed data associated with a first target application, wherein the first 
quantization step is determined based on a first required scaling of Ihe reference quantization 
ctA Pi caiH first req uired scaling Heine determined based on the first target application. 

23. (Currendy Amended) The method of claim 22, further comprising: 
re-quantizing the decoded quantized bit stream using a second quantization step to 

generate a second description of compressed data associated with a second target application, 
wherein the second quantization step is determined based on a second required scaling of the 
reference quantization "«p **M «e«™d required scaling being determined based on the second 
target application . 

24. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 22, wherein accessing the compressed bit 
stream comprises: 

accessing an archival impresse d quantized bit stream generated using as the reference 
quantization step a quantization step for generating an archival compressed bit stream. 

25. (Currently Amended) Apparatus for generating compressed data from input data based on 
encoded quantized bit steam, the apparatus comprising: 

means for accessing compressed_ 3 uantized bit stream generated by quantization using a 
reference quantization step, «aid compressed quan tized bit stream being generated by 
transforming the incut data into coefficients and qu a ntizing the coefficients usinp the reference 
quantis ation step ; 
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means for decoding impresse d quantized bit stream to generate decoded quantized bit 
stream; and 

means for re-quantizing the decoded quantized bit stream using a first quantization step to 
generate a first description of compressed associated with a first target application, wherein 
the first quantization step is determined based on a first required scaling of the reference 
quantization «"t , gH ^ firtt reg ukgd scal ing being determined baaed on the first target 
ap plication . 

26. (Currently Amended) The apparatus of claim 2 5, further comprising: 

means for re-quantizing foe decoded quantized bit stream using a second quantization 
step to generate a second description of compressed data associated with a second target 
a pplication, wherein the second quantization step is determined based on a second required 
scaling of the reference quantization «" T , gfljd second required scaling being determined base d 
on the second target application. 

27. (Currently Amended) Apparatus for generating multiple descriptions of compressed data 
from innut data based on encoded quantized bit ste am ™i^r. each description is associated 
w^th a target application, the apparatus comprising: 

a storage medium configured to store a compressed quantized bit stream generated by 
quantization using a reference quantization said repressed Quantized bit stream being, 
generated bv transforming foe mnut data imn coefficients and Quantizing the coefficients using, 
the reference quantization step ; 

a decoding module configured to decode the compressed bit stream; and 
a quantization module configured to re-quantize the decoded compressed bit stream using 
different quantization steps to generate multiple descriptions of compressed data, wherein each of 
the quantization steps is determined based on a required scaling of the reference quantization 
gtftp, snid re quired scaling neins determ ined based on a desirable tarf et application. 

28. (Original) The apparatus of claim 27, wherein the storage medium is configured to 
store an archival compressed bit stream as the compressed bit stream. 
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